                       COVERAGE OF PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS IN BC

As a parent of a child with a chronic illness, you know that medication costs can add up and be a financial burden to a family.  This handout will outline the various sources of funding for prescription medications.  If you require further information or assistance, the program social worker is available to provide further support.

There are three possible sources for funding of medications in this province.  Many families are not aware of all of these as most families don’t have prescription drug costs that are high enough (on an annual basis) to qualify for the program’s support.  All three of these take into account the drug costs over a period of a year and are usually based on family income.

1.) Extended Health Benefits/Insurance:

Many employers purchase health and dental insurance for their employees from insurance companies specializing in such coverage.  Pacific Blue Cross, Great West Life, Manulife and Sun Life are examples of such companies.  The employer will purchase a “coverage package” for their employees who will provide a specific percentage of reimbursement for medication costs and will also provide coverage of dental, physiotherapy, and medical care.  The insurance company will reimburse the employee for either all or a portion of the prescription medication costs, but many will have deductibles and may have a yearly limit.  Some insurance companies will pay for a portion of the medication cost when the medication is purchased at the pharmacy and others will require you to submit your bills for reimbursement.

Each of these companies has different levels of coverage and within each of the companies, there are different levels of compensation.  Families will need to consult with their insurance company and quote their “group” and “identity” numbers to obtain coverage information.  Occasionally the insurance company will require a physician’s letter from the clinic to verify the need for your child to have certain medications.  Please let us know if this is required and we will provide this information.

2.) Pharmacare:

      This is the provincial medication insurance program.  Most families are not aware that they have coverage under this program, because their yearly medication expenses 

are not high enough for them to qualify for coverage.  This program is available to everyone in the province and may be used in addition to the extended medical benefits company’s coverage.

Most families with both parents working have very high levels of deductibles in the range of several hundred to thousands of dollars.  Most families do not utilize this program, unless their child is on biologic medications, Leflunomide, Cellcept or they have another family member with very high medication costs.  We do however recommend that all families register for this program in case you have an unexpected increase in medication cost.  This program will NOT reimburse you for a medication once you have paid for it.  

You can register for Pharmacare by either entering your famliy income information on line or by calling.  Once a family has registered, their medication costs will automatically be collected via the provincial computer system in each pharmacy in the province.  If your family has achieved their yearly deductable, a portion of the cost of the medication will be automatically deleted from your bill at the pharmacy.

For example:  The Jones family has a yearly deductable with Pharmacare of $1000.  After they have paid that amount, Pharmacare will cover 70% of their medication costs for the remainder of the year.  Sally Jones’ medications cost $500 per month.  The Jones will have to pay the full $500 each month until March (when they will have paid over $1000 in medication expenses).  After March, their usual $500 bill will be reduced to $350 until the end of the year.  

Fair Pharmacare:

Toll-free for registration: 1-800-387-4977

Toll-free to speak to an agent: 1-800-554-0250
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Special Authority:

Pharmacare requires that physicians request permission to use certain medications before they agree to provide coverage.  Leflunomide, ondansetron, Cellcept, anakinra and Humira are all examples of medications we must submit a special authority request for.  Pharmacare has agreed to cover Enbrel and Remicade for children who require it, provided the prescriptions are written by a recognized pediatric rheumatologist.

3.) Drug company Coverage and Assistance Programs:

 Some of the manufacturers of the more expensive medications have reimbursement programs for patients needing to take the medication they sell.  These programs are designed to assist the family to apply for all sources of reimbursement and may pay for a portion of the medication themselves when requested.  These programs will also require information on family income.  The program will do an assessment and then advise the family if they qualify for additional reimbursement from the company.  Some of these programs may have services in languages other than English.

Such programs are:

Enliven                   for Enbrel                    1-877-936-2735          

Hands On               for Humira                    1-866-204-3546

