Financial Coverage of Medications for Your Child with a Rheumatic Disease

Medical Services Plan 

Medical Services Plan, also known as MSP, is the provincial government’s health care plan which insures basic medical needs, such as hospital visits or visits with physicians, laboratory services and diagnostic procedures.  It does not offer assistance with drug costs.  
It is mandatory that all BC residents be enrolled with MSP and everyone is required to pay premiums each month.  Residents who are new to British Columbia must reside here for three months before being eligible for coverage however it is important to apply immediately after arriving in order to allow for processing times.  

There is a premium assistance program, which is based on family income available to those in financial need.   In order to qualify for assistance with premium payments, you must be a Canadian citizen or of permanent resident status (landed immigrant) and have had this status and been a Canadian resident for the past 12 consecutive months.  

For more information on both MSP and the premium assistance program, refer to http://www.hibc.gov.bc.ca/. 
 

BC PharmaCare
PharmaCare is a drug insurance plan, which offers financial aide to British Columbians who require assistance in paying for prescription medications.  All BC residents must be enrolled with BC PharmaCare.
Eligibility is based on family income therefore the lower your family income, the more help the government offers in the costs associated with your prescription drugs.

Based on family income, the PharmaCare program will establish your family deductible.  Your family will be responsible for full prescription costs until you arrive at a point that has been determined to be your deductible.  Once you have reached this level, PharmaCare will assist your family as a co-payer with prescription drug costs for the remainder of the year.  If during the year, your family reaches a point where you have paid an amount known as the ‘family maximum’, PharmaCare will pay for 100% of the costs associated with eligible drug costs for the rest of that year.

PharmaCare has introduced a monthly deductible payment option which intends to make it easier for families to pay their deductible by spreading the cost of their deductible out over the full year.  Therefore families would be eligible for assistance with their drug costs immediately rather than having to pay 100% of drug costs until they have paid off their deductible.  You can only apply for this option if you do not have private insurance with a drug benefit plan.

Children are no longer eligible for coverage as dependents on their parent’s MSP and Pharmacare when the child marries or live together in a marriage-like relationship, start full-time employment, or turn 19 years of age. 

Register by phone 1-800-663-7100 or by internet at www.gov.bc.ca.  
Special Authority Process for PharmaCare Benefits
There are a number of medications prescribed to children with Rheumatic diseases which have not been designated as approved PharmaCare benefits. These medications include but are not limited to Cyclosporin and Lefluomide.  In these cases a Special Authority Form must be completed by a physician on their patient’s behalf.  These applications are reviewed and decisions are made about whether to approve or not approve the funding request based on established criteria.  Most requests take about two weeks to be processed and approval must be given prior to purchasing the drug. 

Extended Health Care Coverage

Medical Services Plan (MSP), which is the provincial government’s health care plan, addresses basic medical needs, such as hospital visits or visits with physicians.  Extended health care plans cover medical services and supplies which are not covered by MSP such as prescription drugs, specialized health care and vision care.  Often people are offered Extended Health Care Coverage through their employer however individual plans are also available.
Extended health plans vary in regards to the maximum age a child can be while still being covered under their parent’s health plans.  Generally the maximum age is either 19 or 21 or up until 25 if they are still in school, but each plan is different.   

Third Party Agencies
For patients who have been prescribed either Enbrel or Cellcept, there are third party reimbursement programs which families may qualify for.  With both medications, a patient application form must be completed by the Physician.  

Various Charities

There are several charities throughout the province which may offer families financial assistance with costs associated with their child’s medical care.  These funds may be applied for when financial support is not available through other medical or support systems.  A referral from social work is needed for the majority of these charities.
At Home Program

The intention of the At Home Program is to assist families who are caring for a child with severe disabilities at home with some of the extraordinary costs.
Children are assessed in areas of daily living which are eating, dressing, toileting and washing in order to determine eligibility.  In order to qualify they must be dependent in at least 3 of these 4 areas.  Children may be eligible for full benefits (must be dependent in 4 of the 4 areas) or for a choice or respite OR medical benefits (3 of 4 areas).  Children who have a palliative condition are eligible for full benefits and an assessment is not required.

For more information contact Medical Benefits Program at 1-888-613-3232.

Affordable Accommodation (less than $50 a night)

For a more detailed list of all accommodations please see social work

	
	Cost per night
	Kitchen 
	Parking
	Contact Info

	Easter Seal House
	· Adult (related to patient) $18 per night

· Sick child free

· Additional child $8

· Double occupancy rooms
	Yes
	Free
	1-800-818-3666

3981 Oak St.

	Heather House

(Shaughnessy Hospital)
	· $40 / single $45 / double per night

· cots available at $5

· $10 refundable key deposit
	Yes and

Cafeteria Available
	$8.50 per day
	604-875-2298

4500 Oak St.

	Grey Sisters
	· $25 /single $35 double per night

· Referrals through social work/professionals required
	Breakfast Provided
	Free
	604-266-1889

4950 Heather St.



	Ronald McDonald House
	· $12 per family per night

· communal living facility

· For families of seriously ill kids; priority given to kids with cancer and bone marrow transplants
	Yes
	
	604-736-2957

4116 Angus Dr.


